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The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the President shall
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

Mr. INOUYE. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT: A
LEGACY FOR USERS—Continued

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that we set aside
the pending Bayh amendment for the
purpose of adopting an agreed-to
amendment, the Talent amendment,
and go immediately back to the Bayh
amendment.

Mr. BAYH. With that understanding,
I do not object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 582

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the Talent amend-
ment?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
amendment No. 582.

The amendment (No. 582) was agreed
to.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote and to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 568

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Bayh amend-
ment will be the pending amendment.

The Senator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to show my strong support
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for the Bayh amendment on counter-
vailing duties, and I ask unanimous
consent to be added as a cosponsor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. STABENOW. I commend my
friend and colleague from Indiana for
his vision on the issue of what we need
to do to create a level playing field for
our businesses and workers. This is an
important amendment.

I have spoken forcefully about our
need to address the unfair trade prac-
tices of those with whom we trade. A
necessary step in this process is to
change those U.S. laws that hinder our
industries from operating on a level
playing field. That is what this amend-
ment addresses. Our businesses, our
workers have an expectation that we
will provide a level playing field for
them, and we need to deliver on that.
This amendment is a good step in that
direction.

Unfair trade practices are hurting
our U.S. manufacturers and costing
jobs. In my State of Michigan, I regret
to say, we now have the highest unem-
ployment rate in the country. At the
time when our Nation’s countervailing
duty laws were approved in 1979, the
Department of Commerce decided it
was impracticable to apply those laws
to nonmarket economies such as China
due to the difficulty of determining
what defines a government subsidy
within the context of a state-controlled
economy.

However, since that time, many non-
market economies have undertaken
significant economic reforms that have
liberalized the state control over their
economies. Unfortunately, however,
some of these nations, such as China,
refuse to comply with standard inter-
national trading rules and practices
and use subsidies and other economic
incentives to give their producers an
unfair competitive advantage. This has
a direct impact on job loss in Michigan,
as well as in other States.

As we all know—and it has been doc-
umented—these subsidies range from
currency manipulation, to providing
below interest rate loans to less than
creditworthy companies, to providing
preferential access to raw materials
and other input. I should mention that
I was very proud to be a part of the ef-
fort to get a very strong vote a few
weeks ago; 67 Members on both sides of
the aisle joined to send a message both
to the White House and to China that
we expect China to stop manipulating
their currency, which means it costs
more for us to sell to them than for
them to sell to us. It is part of what we
need to do to level the playing field. I
hope that because we have joined to-
gether in the vote we had on a very
strong bipartisan basis, we will see the
same Kind of vote on this Bayh amend-
ment.

I will give you a few examples of how
this hurts Michigan manufacturers and
workers directly. Counterfeit auto-
motive products are a very big problem
in Michigan. Not only does it Kkill
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American jobs, but it has the potential
to kill Americans as cheap, shoddy
automotive products replace legiti-
mate ones of higher quality. The Amer-
ican automotive parts components in-
dustry loses an estimated $12 billion in
sales on a global basis to counter-
feiting. This must stop. We don’t even
keep statistics on the potential loss of
life.

The United States is losing manufac-
turing jobs as a direct result of China’s
policies. China’s policies have cost our
economy 1.5 million jobs in the last 15
years and 51,000 jobs alone in Michigan.
These job losses are hurting all of our
manufacturers, from apple juice, to
auto parts, to clothing, to furniture.

At this stage, U.S. industries have no
direct recourse to combat subsidies
used by nonmarket economies. They
must rely upon the Federal Govern-
ment to negotiate a settlement, or on
the dispute settlement processes of
international organizations, such as
the WTO.

Why do we put such a strain on our
own businesses? The remedies available
currently might eventually lead to re-
lief, but it takes years to see relief. We
are losing jobs every day. There are
headlines every day in Michigan about
job loss. We have to have a sense of ur-
gency here in the Senate and in the
Congress and in the White House.

The Bayh amendment would change
the situation to ensure that nonmarket
economies are subject to the same
countervailing duty laws as all other
trading nations.

At a recent Finance Committee hear-
ing on his nomination, Congressman
PORTMAN said he thinks ‘“we . . . need
an additional focus on China. After a
top-to-bottom review, I would plan to
shift some resources, including some
people to that effort.”

I certainly encourage him to do that.
I also want to indicate at this time
that Congressman PORTMAN indicated
support for a focus on creating an
international trade prosecutor, or some
people in his office who would focus on
the role of prosecutor more broadly on
those other countries that are vio-
lating rules. Senator BAYH has been a
champion of that effort, and I am very
proud he has joined with me and Sen-
ator GRAHAM in South Carolina in in-
troducing specific legislation that re-
lates to creating an international trade
prosecutor as well. All of these pieces
are important. We have taken one step
to sending a message to China and to
the administration that we expect
them to address the issue of currency
manipulation.

Now, this amendment is a very im-
portant piece in leveling the playing
field for our businesses and our work-
ers. I also urge that we incorporate an
international trade prosecutor who will
be our American voice for business and
for workers on the broad issue of con-
tinuing to make sure the rules are fair.
I think these pieces together create
hope for the people we represent, whom
we, in fact, would stand up for and
stand up for American jobs.
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